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We live in a special place. Where else can
you head out for a hike to an alpine lake in
the middle of the wilderness after leaving
the office at the usual 5 p.m.? It’s not just
our natural beauty that makes our valley
special, though. 

For example, we have a vibrant arts com-
munity. The Vilar Center, Ford Amphithe-
ater, the Vail Arts Festival, and Lundgren
Amphitheater are all venues
that regularly command world
class talent. We have vibrant
farmers markets, school events
and community gardens that
all show we are not devoid of a
deep sense of community even
though we have a tourism-based economy.
The natural beauty of our valley first drew
people here. Those people in turn built a
community. It is the sum of these parts that
I speak of when I say, “We live in a special
place.”

But we can not expect it to continue
without foresight and planning. It is not by
accident that I listed our natural beauty
first in what makes us special. While devel-
opment and growth have created the other
admirable aspects of our community,
those same forces also threaten the beau-
ty and desirability of our valley. 

That is why I am the executive director of
the Eagle Valley Land Trust. We are an
organization dedicated to preserving the
character of Eagle County one acre at a
time. We are saving land for the people of
our community. And we are serving a crit-
ical need in Eagle County.

Consider the town of Vail. Many of you
reading can remember a time before the
Back Bowls, maybe even before Vail Moun-
tain itself. Fast forward to today, nearly all
the undeveloped land in Vail is owned by
the town, and it is easy to imagine more
houses in its place were it not for visionar-
ies realizing the importance of preserving
spaces from development within the
town’s boundaries.

Some might point out that the town of
Vail is surrounded by U.S. Forest Service
land, but of what consequence is it if the
only way visitors can access the forest is by
trespassing through someone’s backyard? 

This is why the Land Trust is proud to
say we hold four conservation easements
in Vail that provide direct public access to
National Forest Service land. Because of
Eagle Valley Land Trust and the town of
Vail’s leadership years ago, residents and
visitors of Vail are ensured access to their
public lands forever. As the Land Trust
moves forward, we are looking to achieve
similar successes in the other communities
in Eagle County, like Edwards.

Edwards has undergone rapid growth in
recent years. In the 1990 Census, Edwards
didn’t even warrant a “Census Designated
Place” status. It was finally on the Census
map in 2000 with a population of 8,257 and

2,852 housing units. Fast forward to 2010
and the population had grown to 10,266,
with 5,260 housing units. In the span of
20 years Edwards has gone from “not-
counted” to a community of over 11,000
year-round residents in 2012. 

Your local Land Trust began our efforts
to make sure the development in
Edwards was tempered with conserva-

tion in 1998 and 2004 with the
Webster and Casteel Creek
conservation easements. We
continued those efforts, with
other partners, in 2005 with
the permanent protection of
the Eagle River Preserve. The

72-acre preserve provides over a mile of
public river access and is walking dis-
tance from both Homestead and the
Riverwalk. 

The preserve offers endless outdoor
recreation opportunities for Edwards and
its permanent protection ensures public
river access will always be the reality for
the citizens of Eagle County. In January of
this year, your local Land Trust added
additional river access in Edwards with
the permanent protection of the Miller
Ranch Community Open Space. 

Finally, just last month, the land trust
and our partners added 322 new acres of
conservation throughout Homestead
with the successful completion of the
Homestead Conservation and Public
Recreation project. This project created a
continuous expanse that is intimately
intertwined with the heart of Edwards
and offers over 4 miles of publicly acces-
sible trails and access to the National For-
est. As we signed our latest conservation
deal, it struck me how powerful all of
these projects taken together are for
Edwards and our greater community.

Our community was not just on autopi-
lot, churning out as much development as
we could imagine, paving over all the
nature that we found outside the National
Forest. Rather we were thoughtful and for-
ward looking, balancing our great success-
es in human creation with successes in
natural protection. 

I know the community of Edwards is a
better place for its inhabitants, the water-
shed is healthier and critical ecosystems
are protected due to our efforts. It is not the
purpose of Eagle Valley Land Trust to be
against all development, nor should it be.
Instead we are the experts in land protec-
tion and land conservation advising the
community on the best tools to use to
make sure our special place only becomes
more special.

Kara Heide is the executive director of the
Eagle Valley Land Trust. She has lived in
Eagle County since 1976. For more infor-
mation about the land trust, contact her at
kara@evlt.org. 
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