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Susan Dailey of Fort Collins works on an electrical box commissioned by Riverwalk on Friday in Edwards. Dailey said she mostly does public art and 
loves the challenge each one presents. Weather is a major factor when working on a piece, she says. This piece will take between three and four days.
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Walking Mountains, Eagle Valley Land Trust and Eagle County Open Space 
team up to permanently preserve 224-acre Sweetwater parcel. A3
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It’s a match made in land con-
servation heaven — Eagle Valley 
Land Trust, Walking Mountains 
Science Center and Eagle County 
Open Space recently partnered 
to purchase a conservation ease-
ment on a 224-acre site located 
off Sweetwater Road 5 miles 
north of Dotsero.

That means the expansive site 
will remain open space in per-
petuity. Eagle Valley Land Trust 
— the only nonprofit organiza-
tion in Eagle County who does 
so — will hold the conservation 
easement. Walking Mountains, 
the property owner, will proceed 
with plans to develop a small ad-
jacent area for educational pro-
gramming. Eagle County Open 
Space contributed $350,000 to 
cover transaction costs and to 
compensate Walking Mountains 
for a portion of the development 

rights they are forfeiting by 
agreeing to the conservation 
easement.

This marks the second big 
conservation win for the area, 

following last year's successful 
Save the Lake campaign to pre-
serve the 488-acre Sweetwater 
Lake for public use through pro-
tection as White River National 

Forest land.
While the public may be more 

familiar with conservation 
easements paid to private land-
owners as a way to ensure land 

goes undeveloped, Eagle Valley 
Land Trust Executive Director 
Jessica Foulis noted that private 
land transactions are just one of 
the applications for conserva-
tion easements. She pointed to 
conservation easements placed 
on municipal open space as an 
example.

“Open space zoning is not as 
permanent as people may think 
it is,” Foulis said. “A conservation 
easement is often the only way to 
ensure a property is protected in 
perpetuity.”

Because assuring that the 
Sweetwater property will never 
be developed was the goal, Walk-
ing Mountains teamed up with 
the other organizations for the 
preservation deal.

SWEETWATER CAMPUS
“Walking Mountains still owns 

the property, which was pur-
chased through the generous 
support from donors includ-
ing the Precourt family,” said 
Markian Feduschak, president of 
Walking Mountains. “Since we 
own the property and our main 

Easement preserves 224-acre Sweetwater parcel
Private, public groups  
team up to make 
conservation deal
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A new conservation easement will permanently preserve 224 acres of the Precourt Family Sweetwater 
Campus property owned by Walking Mountains Science Center.
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interest is to provide educational 
programs on the property, and 
because its is consistent with our 
mission, we decided to place a 
conservation easement on the 
land.”

“There are increasing develop-
ment pressures on property all 
over Eagle County,” he contin-
ued. “This keeps it permanently 
open space. That is really the 
intention of our Sweetwater 
campus.”

Walking Mountains has owned 
the Precourt Family Sweetwa-
ter Campus acreage since 2015 
and intends to develop a small 
section of the site to expand its 
environmental programming for 
local students. The George Fam-
ily Base Camp, an 8-acre parcel 
located outside of the conserva-
tion easement, has been set aside 
for a future education center.

“The location of our Sweet-
water property allows for easy 
access from downvalley commu-
nities and provides a different 
ecological area for our field sci-
ence programs,” Feduschak said. 
He noted Walking Mountains 
has begun work at the base camp 
site, including road construction, 
parking areas and fire suppres-
sion. But as reflected by the new 
conservation easement, perma-
nent preservation of the ecolog-
ical and educational landscape 
is the priority at the Sweetwater 
campus.

According to the baseline 

ecological survey, which accom-
pany all conservation easement 
transactions, the property en-
compasses native pinyon-juniper 
woodlands and sagebrush shrub 
areas at an average elevation of 
approximately 6,600 feet. Both 
Sweetwater Creek and Irrawaddy 
Creek traverse the land and the 
property’s vegetation provides 
forage, cover, breeding habitat 
and migration corridors for a 
variety of wildlife species. It is 
an important habitat for mi-
gratory songbirds, raptors, big 
game, small mammals, reptiles 
and amphibians. Additionally, 
two state species of concern, the 
leopard frog and the bald eagle, 
both can be found there.

“The property contains im-
portant wildlife habitat for elk 
and mule deer, who utilize the 
area as critical winter habitat,” 
Feduschak said. He noted sea-
sonal wildlife closures will  be 
implemented at the property.

“Although we have honored 
seasonal closures since our 
purchase in 2015, the new con-
servation easement makes the 
wildlife closures official and are 
in line with Walking Mountains’ 
educational mission,” Feduschak 
said. “Conservation also helps 
to achieve goals set forth in the 
Climate Action Plan through 
preservation of land and soil 
sequestration.”

“This project is a model for 
how to balance sensitive wildlife 
habitat with environmental ed-
ucation  — two values that con-
tinue to be at the forefront of our 

local community conversation. 
This is a win for our local youth 
and elk alike,” Foulis said.

COUNTY CONTRIBUTION
Eagle County supplied the fi-

nancing to make the Sweetwater 
deal happen.

“Eagle County Open Space saw 
an opportunity to conserve criti-
cal wildlife habitat, scenic land-
scapes and riparian habitat in 
perpetuity, while also providing 
access for educational program-
ming for the next generation of 
land stewards,” said Katherine 
King, the county open space di-
rector. “The perpetual nature of 
the conservation easement pro-
tects against current and future 
development pressures.

“We are excited to partner with 
two outstanding local conserva-
tion organizations on the perma-
nent protection of this unique 
landscape,” King added.

The Sweetwater Campus is the 
second conservation easement 
transaction for the land trust, 
Walking Mountains, and the 
county’s open space program. In 
2016, the two nonprofits closed 
on Walking Mountains’ Buck 
Creek parcel with support from 
the county. The 3.5-acre par-
cel protected by a conservation 
easement is adjacent to, and part 
of, Walking Mountains Science 
Center’s Avon Tang Campus. An 
additional 97 acres owned by the 
town of Avon was also placed 
under conservation easement 
with Eagle County as part of the 
transaction.
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Builders haven’t kept up in virtual-
ly any market, he said.

Nationwide over the past de-
cade, Eisenberg said “builders 
underbuilt by 4 million units.” 
That’s led to a chronic shortage in 
existing housing stock, with few 
prospects of a recovery.

But with demand outstripping 
supply, Eisenberg said he expects 
the run-up in prices to taper off 
this year.

Still, he added, there’s plenty 
of money in the economy to fuel 
continued buying. But, he added, 
the current situation is “unsustain-
able,” particularly since incomes 
are not rising as quickly as prices.

Another complication is stiff 
mortgage qualification standards. 
Still, Eisenberg added, rates re-
main historically low.

“You have to keep doing the job 
you’re doing,” Eisenberg told the 
Realtors. That includes helping 
buyers understand the basics of 
the market.

But demand should remain 
strong.

THE VALUE OF HOME
“People value a home more than 

they did,” he said. Rather than be-
ing a place to sleep and eat when 
not working elsewhere, “A house is 
a place you’re going to live of lot of 
your life.”

And, he added, Colorado is 
one of the most attractive states 
in the country right now, along 
with most other intermountain 

area states.
Responding to audience ques-

tions, Eisenberg said he isn’t par-
ticularly worried about long-term 
inflation right now.

And, he added, coming corpo-
rate and capital gains tax increases 
will have an effect, but won’t be a 
“catastrophe.”

Realtor Mike Budd asked about 
possible effects of a shift away 
from fossil fuels, given that pet-
rochemicals drive the cost of all 
kinds of industrial and consumer 
goods.

Eisenberg replied that the 
energy-related portion of the 
nation’s gross domestic product 
keeps shrinking, and that incomes 
have risen faster than the price of 
gasoline.

Another audience member 
asked about clients who believe 
there will be a serious correction 
in the financial markets in the 
next four to six months.

If a bad correction does come 
this year, Eisenberg said, “I’ll come 
back here and eat my shorts.”

A TALE OF TWO TPS
Economist Elliot Eisenberg thinks 
he knows what was behind last 
year’s toilet paper shortage.
In short, demand collapsed for the 
low-grade product used in offices 
and factories, while working at 
home caused demand to skyrock-
et for the better stuff most of us 
bring home from the store.
Companies ramped up pro-
duction of the better stuff, and 
product eventually returned to 
the shelves.

ECONOMY
From page A4
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