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EAGLE VALLEY LAND TRUST
CONSERVATION CENTER

CAMPAIGN

West Avon Preserve Open Space

Help us accelerate local land 
conservation and leave a lasting legacy

Protecting land for our community. Forever. For All.
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The Eagle Valley Land Trust (EVLT) protects land and 
open spaces. The work we do today – for nature, for 
wildlife, for landowners, and for our community – 
ensures land is protected forever. We are dedicated to 
making sure that the land remains a foundation of our 
community, a driver of our economy, a sanctuary for 
wildlife, and a treasured space for social, emotional and 
physical health.

For more than 40 years, EVLT has worked in partnership 
with our local community to protect over 14,000 acres 
of land in Eagle County. Over these past four decades 
we have led a movement to protect our land, but that’s 
only the first step. There is more conservation work to 
do, and stewarding the land is an ongoing duty.

It is the reason we must endure indefinitely, ensuring 
our longevity, and acting strategically to increase our 
positive impact. We must work to connect more people 
to the beauty and healing powers of nature so that they 
are passionate about protecting it.

We listen and collaborate with others to find the best 
forever solutions for environmental stewardship, wildlife 
habitat, and community well-being. We protect what 
makes the Eagle Valley so special. And we are dedicated 
to ensuring all community members can experience the 
wonders of conserved land.

The conservation center will connect us to the land we 
all love, and to each other. We hope you join us in this 
exciting effort. 

Dear Friend, 
 
Land conservation is more than protecting acres. It’s about creating 
a legacy of beauty, resilience, and belonging—connecting people to 
land and each other, so both can thrive.

We conserve land forever. That promise comes with responsibility. To 
fulfill it, EVLT must endure. We need a permanent home that reflects 
the strength of our mission and allows our work to grow, adapt, and 
serve the community long into the future.

The Conservation Center is that home—a visible symbol of our 
values. It’s a space for learning, gathering, collaboration, and 
inspiration.

Phase 2 is the final step in making this vision real. With your help, 
we can complete the Conservation Center and create the lasting 
foundation this mission needs. The need is urgent. Conservation is 
only possible if land stays undeveloped and connections stay intact. 
Waiting risks losing irreplaceable places and opportunities.

This is our moment. Together, we can ensure EVLT not only protects 
land today but has the strength to care for it forever.

If you believe in the power of open 
space to heal, inspire, and unite, please 
consider a generous gift to complete the 
Conservation Center. Come see what 
your support makes possible—and help 
us build something that will stand the 
test of time.

With deep appreciation, 

Christina Lautenberg 
President, Board of Directors 
Eagle Valley Land Trust
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Brush Creek Valley Ranch & Open Space

ABOUT EVLT
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OUR WORK IS  
FOREVER.  
AND THE  
BENEFITS ARE  
FOR ALL.

Protect recreational 
opportunities: We protect the 
recreational values, outdoor 
experiences, and sporting 
opportunities that drive our 
local economy. We also provide 
places for outdoor experiences 
to improve human health and 
wellness. 

Save land for wildlife 
in balance with people: 
We conserve land for the 
benefit of all – wildlife, 
homeowners, business 
owners, ranchers, outdoor 
sports enthusiasts, locals, 
and tourists. 

Engage and include our 
community: We connect 
landowners and community 
members with conservation 
resources. We are a local 
resource to help ensure the 
benefits of conservation extend 
to everyone.

Protect watershed health and build 
climate resilience: We conserve the 
land around our rivers and streams and 
build climate resilience by protecting 
and connecting important habitat. We 
prioritize ecosystem health.

Provide a legacy for our 
future: We protect land in 
perpetuity to help ensure 
the quality of life we enjoy 
today will remain forever.

Conserve landscapes: 
We protect our valleys, 
mountains, working 
lands, and waterways, 
we conserve wildlife 
habitat, enhance scenic 
viewsheds, and support 
our food systems and 
Western heritage. 

Support landowners: We 
are a part of our community 
and provide resources for 
landowners. 

Our mission is to protect forever, as 
a permanent legacy, the land we love 
including its scenic beauty, recreational 
opportunities, and wildlife habitats.
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WE ARE ASKING YOU TO  
JOIN US IN OUR NEXT EXCITING STEP. 

The Eagle Valley Land Trust Conservation Center will elevate 
our land conservation work far into the future and allow us to 
inspire, educate, and collaborate with other conservationists. 
It will support landowners. And it will ensure all member of 
our community can access open spaces. It will be a home for 
conservation and connection. 

THE CONSERVATION CENTER IS...

The Conservation Center is an iconic one-acre parcel in Edwards at the foot of Lake Creek 
and bordering the Eagle River Preserve, an open space property protected by EVLT. The center 
demonstrates the value of conserving land and the many ways our community benefits from land 
conservation. 

Once completed, the property will include:

•	 An overlook to watch wildlife on the Eagle River Preserve, an adjacent and protected parcel.
•	 A meeting space for conservation collaborators and leaders.
•	 Offices for EVLT staff. 
•	 A landowner resource library to demonstrate conservation opportunities. 
•	 Educational program and event spaces. 
•	 Picnic areas to gather outdoors and enjoy the land. 
•	 Meandering walkways through native plant gardens.
•	 A place for youth to connect to conserved lands.

The center increases the visibility of the Eagle Valley Land Trust and the urgency of local land 
conservation to advance our mission and propel conservation efforts forward.
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A place dedicated to land conservation and community 
connection. 
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AS WE LOOK TO THE FUTURE, WE KNOW: 

Building community 
support is critical 

to our work. 

We need to protect 
more land for our 

wildlife and future 
generations. 

Increasing our 
visibility will insire 

new conservationists. 

Protected land 
needs ongoing 

stewardship 
and care.

Vision for the Grand Conservation Courtyard, Phase 2
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TIMELINE
EVLT’S PATH TO THE CONSERVATION CENTER 

THE CONSERVATION CENTER WILL ENGAGE OUR COMMUNITY 
TO INSPIRE CONSERVATION. For our work to succeed, we need 
community support now and in the future. Creating open spaces 
that are welcoming to people of all backgrounds helps build 
lasting connections between people and the land. EVLT prioritizes 
inclusive, thoughtful conservation that meets community needs. 
We believe open spaces should embrace diversity, strengthen 
community, and support people and wildlife. We’re always listening 
to learn how to better serve. Below is what we’ve heard—and how 
the Conservation Center will respond.

1981 – Present 
EVLT involves diverse stakeholders in the process of conserving land for the benefit of our 
community, our wildlife, and our economy. 

1981-2020
EVLT conserved 41 properties and more than 14,000 acres of land, with more work left to do. 
 
2020 
EVLT hosted focus groups with landowners, recreationalists, wildlife enthusiasts, Spanish-
speakers, and conservation partners to guide our conservation strategy. Participants 
expressed a need for a central hub where landowners and the community can access 
conservation resources.

2022
EVLT purchased the former Wildflower Farm in the heart of Edwards, along the Eagle River 
Preserve to elevate our mission of protecting more land to ensure everyone in our community 
enjoys the benefits of land conservation.

2023 (Spring) 
EVLT started construction on Phase 1 of the Conservation Center, which included the interior 
of the building, and grading of the south parking area. 

2024 (Winter) 
EVLT completed Phase 1 of construction. Staff moved into the space and EVLT started to 
host programs and community events. 

2026 (Spring) 
•	 Upgrading power infrastructure.
•	 Regrading the north side of the 

building – A major investment to 
improve drainage and create a flat, 
accessible outdoor space suitable for 
programs and gatherings.

•	 Building community-focused spaces 
– Thoughtfully designed areas to 
welcome the public, including the 
Borgen Terrace and Community 
Greenhouse.

2026 (Fall) and Beyond
EVLT will welcome community members to 
the center to learn about the land and why 
we need to act now to conserve more land 
for today, so it exists protected forever. 

KEEPING OUR FOCUS ON LAND 
CONSERVATION 

Accelerating local land protection is our 
top priority. Conservation agreements 
often take years to build, and when the 
moment to act arrives, we must be ready 
to move fast. To stay prepared, we’re 
taking a strategic and flexible approach 
to completing the Conservation Center. 
We will advance Conservation Center 
projects individually as funding allows. 
This responsible, phased strategy keeps 
us agile and ensures we remain focused 
on what matters most: protecting 
irreplaceable land when it matters most.

COMMUNITY CONCERNS HOW WE’RE RESPONDING

Disappearing habitat is 
threatening wildlife populations. 

The Conservation Center will educate and 
provide resources on wildlife habitat priorities. 

Decreasing climate resilience is 
threatening our community.

The Conservation Center will bring stakeholders 
together to collaborate on landscape scale 
conservation projects that build climate 
resilience for our community.

It is difficult for landowners to 
find and navigate information 
about land conservation.

The Conservation Center will have a landowner 
resource library and provide a physical space 
to meet with landowners and show them the 
conservation options available to them.

Not everyone feels comfortable 
outdoors, missing out on nature’s 
proven wellness benefits.

The Conservation Center will offer a gear library 
and educational opportunities about the land in 
multiple languages.
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JOIN US IN THE EAGLE VALLY LAND TRUST’S 
CONSERVATION CENTER CAMPAIGN.

TOGETHER, WE WILL MAKE SURE THAT THE  
WILD PLACES AND WILDLIFE WE LOVE ARE  

PROTECTED FOREVER. FOR ALL.

Central to conserving more land to protect wildlife habitats and corridors, open spac-
es and trails, and opportunities for our community to connect to nature, is YOU! You 

make the Eagle Valley Land Trust’s conservation work possible. 

Eagle Valley Land Trust’s Conservation Center displays the importance of land conser-
vation now and in the future. To make this center possible, the Eagle Valley Land Trust 

identified a $7.2 million fundraising goal. Eagle Valley Land Trust is raising funds to 
support the following priorities: 
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Campaign Goal: 
$7.2 million 

Property acquisition, 
renovations, and 

campaign expenses

28.2% Phase I Renovation

50.3% Property Acquisition 

4.3% Planning

6.2% Phase III Renovation

11% Phase II Renovation

TOGETHER, WE’LL ENSURE THE LAND WE LOVE IS PROTECTED FOREVER. FOR ALL.
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WHEN YOU SUPPORT THE 
CONSERVATION CENTER, YOU ARE 
HELPING INCREASE THE RATE OF 
LAND CONSERVATION IN THE EAGLE 
VALLEY REGION BY: 

Increasing the visibility of conservation. The center will help EVLT 
connect with more community members, landowners, and organizations 
to elevate our role as a trusted resource on land conservation and habitat 
protection. 

Providing a tangible interaction with conservation. The center is a space 
for community members, decision-makers, and supporters to learn about 
conservation. Visitors can attend educational sessions on native plants 
or see the elk on the adjacent Eagle River Preserve to understand why 
conservation is so important. 

Improving landowner outreach and engagement. The center is a space 
for conservation partners to consolidate landowner resources and hold 
stewardship and conservation activities. The center will provide resources 
for landowners who are interested in conserving their land. 

Creating a new place for educational programing. The center will hold 
EVLT and community partner programs to connect youth to the land and 
inspire the next generation of conservation stewards.

Connecting community members to wildlife so they see the urgency of 
land conservation. With the Eagle River Preserve to the east and private 
land to the west, the Conservation Center is a  transitional space that 
demonstrates the urgency of land conservation to protect wildlife habitat. 

Inspiring and supporting large landscape scale conservation. The center 
highlights the urgency of conserving interconnected lands in Eagle 
County and how EVLT’s strategic approach protects migration corridors. 
EVLT also prioritizes conserving land near communities to make the 
outdoors more accessible.

Eagle River Preserve
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Join Eagle Valley Land Trust’s 
Conservation Center Campaign 

today and help protect more 
land forever. To learn more  

or make a gift, contact:

Jessica Foulis
Executive Director

Phone: 970.748.7654 
Email: jessicafoulis@evlt.org

Edwards, Colorado Local photography contributed by Todd Winslow Pierce, Eagle Valley Wild
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WATCH THE 
PROJECT 

VIDEO


